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Instructor 
Mr. A. Bourbois 
Phone:  (626) 607-4178 (AHS)   
Email:  bourbois_abelardo@alhambra.k12.ca.us    
Conference: Period 2, 9-9:30am (D-103)  
Website:   bourbois.wordpress.com (grades, homework, announcements, college info) 
 

Course Description 
Calculus is a powerful tool for modeling real-world problems in physics, engineering, forensics, business and social science. 
Problems in calculus generally require higher-level thinking skills and creative problem-solving techniques.  The student should 
expect to encounter word-problems frequently and gain skill in solving these problems with mathematical calculations.  
 
If you have taken AB previously, many familiar concepts will be revisited.  In BC, we will expand on AB concepts and learn more 
sophisticated techniques and applications. BC will cover several topics not included in the AB syllabus: L'Hopital's Rule, 
Integration by Parts, Logistic Growth, Euler's Method, Volume by Shell Method, Infinite Series, the Calculus of Polar and 
Parametric Coordinates, and Vector-Based Calculus.   
 
This is a full-year introduction to differential and integral calculus in one variable with a heavy emphasis on applications. This 
material is covered in most colleges in the span of two quarters.  Therefore, the student should expect a very rigorous coverage 
of the topics at a very accelerated pace.   
 
A principal goal of this course is to prepare the student for the AP Calculus Exam in May 2012 and earn college credit(s) for 
Calculus.  In 2011, 35 out of 36 students passed the exam (97%) and 33 earned a score of 5 (92%).  I expect to build on that 
success this year.   
 

Text 
Calculus by Anton-Bivens-Davis (7th Brief Edition) 
 
Students are expected to take care of it and keep it covered at all times.   Periodic book checks will take place; uncovered 
books will lose credit.  
 
I will supplement our textbook with several other textbooks.  These are available for you to review in Room D-103 (before 
school).  If you took AB (using the Larson text), you are highly encouraged to keep your notebook readily available.   
 

Expectations 
I have extremely high expectations for this class.  You are the best and the brightest students in Alhambra.  I expect you to 
demonstrate this at all times:  
 
1) Be prepared to learn every day (bring pencil, HW, notebook, textbook, etc…) 
2) Do not talk, sleep, or be disruptive while the instructor is lecturing.  
3) Be respectful of others and create a positive atmosphere in our classroom.   
4) Don’t be afraid to make a mistake, questions are highly encouraged! 
  
I don’t tolerate inappropriate language, cheating, use of cosmetics, or use of electronic devices.  Violations may result in 
confiscation of devices, referral, parent conference and/or home visit. 
  
D-103 is a Safe Space classroom.  In accordance with California State Law (AB 537, 2000), students of any race, color, religion, 
ancestry, national origin, physical or mental disability, gender, and sexual orientation are equally entitled to a safe place to 
learn.  Please respect the rights of others at all times.  
 

Office Hours 
Tutoring is available on Tuesday and Thursday during lunch.  I will only have after school study sessions in April for AP Exam 
review.  Please use tutoring time wisely to ask for help, work practice problems, or study quietly. 



 

 

Requirements 
Your grade in the course will be based on several parts.   
 
1) Notes 
You are required to take notes daily.  These must be kept in a spiral notebook.  Notes will be checked at the end of every 
chapter.  I fully expect you to record everything I do in class.  A summary paragraph (3 sentences, minimum) is required at the 
end of every section.  
 
Notebooks are due at the end of every chapter on the day of the chapter test.   
 
2) Homework 
You will receive HW frequently (3-5x/week).  HW must be done on loose-leaf paper.  It will be collected daily or at the 
instructor’s discretion.  Grading criteria will emphasize any or all of the following:  completion, quality, and accuracy of 
selected problems.   
 
HW is graded as zero credit or full credit (indicated with a stamp).  If you fail to earn credit when an assignment is returned, 
you may redo/complete the assignment and submit it the same day for full credit.  Otherwise, you receive zero credit.   
 
At the end of each chapter, you will turn in your HW in a packet.  Your HW grade is based on the stamps earned on individual 
assignments. If you "lose" any assignments or "forget" to pick them up out of your tray, you will receive no credit (even if the 
assignment earned a stamp).   
 
Late work is not acceptable.   
 
3) Projects 
These are assignments that require extra time out-of-class to complete.  This category includes research assignments, 
groupwork, presentations, models, etc.  These assignments often count as much as one test grade or more. 
 
4) Quizzes & Tests 
I give frequent, un-announced pop quizzes that emphasize mastery of homework problems.  These quizzes are usually one or 
two questions, only.  Quizzes are never curved.  
 
Chapter tests are announced, include a review day, and are comprehensive (covering every topic in the chapter) and cumulative 
(covering some previous chapters).  Tests may be curved to the highest score at the instructor’s discretion.     
 

Grading 
Here is an example of a typical distribution for a chapter (points may vary): 
Category Points Percentage 

Notes (~10 days worth) 40 pts ~11% 

Homework (5-7 assignments) 40 pts ~11% 
Quizzes (~3-5 quizzes) 100 pts ~26% 
Test 200 pts ~53% 

Total 380 pts ~100% 

 
Letter grades are based on the following scale:  
A = 90.0-100  B = 80.0-89.9 C = 70.0-79.9 D = 60.0-69.9 F < 60.0 
 
Given the competitive nature of this student group, extra credit is not available.   
 
I also do not round grades, with one exception: 
If you earn a 69.9% and a grade of C or better on your Final, then you get a C.   
If you earn a 69.9% and a grade of D or lower on your Final, then you keep the D.   
 
Grades in the course will not be changed as a result of your AP Exam Score.   
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